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- changing makeup
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A story in three chapters
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FOR NEARLY AN HOUR IN MAY,

AN UNSTABLE MAN FIRED AT WILL

SPORTS

LH survives
scare from Tulsa

The Cougars stop the

Hurricans at the

goal line.

on the game's final play to
preserve a 38-31 win. pasEcy

Terror
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FROM THE COVER

Husband from page A1

Husband wants wife’s legal team sanctioned

promise a new round of le-
gal wrangling.

Divorce cases the size of
the Alwazzans' are not un-
heard of in Texas, but usu-
ally, cases in the hundreds-
of-millions range settle
quietly rather than going
to court.

“What's  incredibly
rare to me is the fact that
it's become public,” said
Scott Downing, a Dallas
attorney who specializes
in big-dollar divorces but
a0t connected to this one.
When such cases become
public, he said, it often
means that the parties are
motivated by something
other than money.

From rich to poor

Winnie Stacey met Isa
Alwazzan when they were
both students at Lamar
University. She was from
Mobile, Ala, He was from
Bahrain but had been edu-
cated in boarding schools
abroad. Isa was rich: His
father died when he was a
child, and he'd inherited a
share of the family compa-
ny, International Agencies
Co. Ltd., or Intercol, based
in Bahrain. Originally a
shipping company, it has

over the vears to
include a wild array of di-
visions, including market-
ing, water treatment and
“general medicals.” Isa's
lawyers declined to say
what Intercol is worth, but
Winnies lawyers say it's
%5 billion, and that Isa’s 16
percent stake works out to
$800 million.

Atany rate, after Isa and
Winnie were married in
1983, the couple and their
three children lived com-
fortably. In Magnolia, a
town north of Houston in
Montgomery County, they
owned an B,500-square-
foot hiouse just off i golf
course. Their kids attend-
ed a tony Christian school.

“We always had a nice
home,” Winnie said, sit-
ting at a conference table
in Tomball next to her law-
yer, Jared Woodfill. “We'd
always had nice cars. We
had money, just to put it
bluntly.”
Mnutin mu,waﬁerzfyeaf;

marriage, Winnie sal
that Iza cast her aside for
another woman. After Isa
packed a tiny duffel bag
and left in the middle of
the day, Winnies financial
world crashed abruptly,
Ehelsja'i.cllu She m:ldn’i af-

Winnie iz entitled to half
of Isa's share. He asked
the court in Montgomery
County to “nonsuit,” or
cancel, that seftlement.

“It only dealt with half
the case,” he said, “When I
saw it, it left blank any in-
terest he owned or poten-
tially owned in Intercol.”

According to Isa's law-
yer, Robert Clements,
Woodfill began quietly
moving the case from court
tocourtin hopes that a new
judge would rule more
heavily in Winnie's favor,

“This is texthook forum
shopping,” said Clements.
“People that I've told, who
aren't even lawyers, imme-
diately, they're like, "That's

Woodfill and Winnie
say that's not the case at all
— that they filed each new
suit in a different court for
ATeason.

Cin Feb. 7, 2012, Woodfill
filed Winnie's new petition
for divorce in Harris Coun-
ty, where she'd recently
moved to the trailer, That
suit named Intercol. While
the case was working its
way through the court, Isa
left for Bahrain, Winnie
testified she last saw him
on April 24, 2012,

That December, the
Harris County court
awarded her $3.4 million

plus property, including
a condo in Galveston, a
io-acre parcel of land in
Hockley, and timeshares in
Tahoe, Calif., South Padre
and Lake Conroe, Intercol
never responded, and a

judgment against the com-
pany was denied. Only [=a

was held liable,

“23_4 million, that's not
a shabby judgment,” said
Woodfill. "Is a good-sized
judgment, if you ask me.”

But they'd listed the
wrong address for Intercol
— accidentally, Woodfill
said. So Winnie then had
to make a decision. Should
they move forward with
an appeal, which would
take years and could risk
the entire case being over-
turned? Or should they
nensuit and refile?

Moved to Galveston

Again, in April 2013,
Winnie's lawyers nonsuit-
ed

Thatsame day, they filed
a new suit in GHI\I‘H[PI‘
County, claiming that Win-
nie had since moved to the
couple’s condo there.

Woodfill and Winnie

Melissa Phillls / Houston Chranicle
Winnie Alwazzan's standing to file her divorce ease in Galveston County is in
contention. She says she lives in a condo in Galveston, but her hushand's lowyers
say she has been “forum shopping” to seek a more favorable outcome,

Isa Alwazean,
who was once
a member of
the Mlgnnlll
Volunteer
Fire
Department,
now lives in
Bahrain. He
contends he

Janice Smith

say that tracking down
Isa and Intercol was still a
problem. So Winnie's legal
team asked to serve notice
of the trial by publication.
The court granted permis-
sion, and the legal require-
ment of alerting Isa and
Intercol — both in Bah-
rain — was met by posting
notices in the Galveston
County Daily Mews.

The company DEVEr Saw
that notice, said Intercol
attorney Michazl Mangan,
and so never knew it was
heing sued. And he noted
that Winnie, in her doz-
ens of emails to Isa, never
mentioned the Galveston
case. [W‘I‘i&, for her part,
called those emails “shouts
into the vodd.")

The same day that Win-
nie signed the Galveston
affidavit saying she didn’t
know how to find 1sa, she

signed another in Harris
County vowing to give him
notice of the nonsuit.

“Those two statements
can’t both be true,” Clem-
ents said: Either she knew
how to reach him or she
didn't.

Residence in question

Whether Winnie had
standing to file in Galves-
ton is another sticky is-
sue. Clements questioned
whether she ever really
lived there. Normally, di-
voree paperwork includes
language that a petitioner
has lived in the county of
filing for oo days, but the
wording here was slightly
different. It said the peti-
tioner has been “a resident
of this county or will have
resided in this county by
final trial for the preceding
go-day pericd.”

Woodfill said she lived
in Galveston during those
crucial 00 days, and still
does, though she some-
times spends the night
at her parents’ home in
Houston, Her drivers li-
cense lists her address in
Galveston, and it's her legal
residence, he said. In an af-
fidavit, Winnie’s daughter
wrote that Winnie spends
75 percent of her ime in
Galveston.

Winnie told the Chron-
icle that she commutes
daily from Galveston to her
job at a car dealership in
Tomball, where she carns
&1 an hour. Assuming
that her 2007 Chevy Tahoe
gets 17 miles per gallon,
at Houston's current gas
prices, she'd spend roughly
$100 on gas each week —
maore than a quarter of her
pretax paycheck.

A few miles away from
the Tomball dealership, at
the 10-acre Hockley prop-
erty with the trailer, a next-
door neighbor said he sees
Winnie there regularly.

“She moved back into it
about six months or a year
age,” Roy Teague said by
phone on Monday, “She
was oul there vesterday,
burning pine trees.”

Asked about that,
Woodfill responded that
Teague is mistaken: Win-
nie is not, in fact, living
on the Hockley property.
She's been leasing it out,
the lawyer said, and had
just returned to take care of

the place. Besides, he not-
“the legal question

?:-’whe-rek?he lived when

she filed in Galveston.”
In June 2014, 8 visiting

judge in Galveston ruled on
the Alwazzans' divorce, is-
suing a default settlement
fiar more favorable to Win-
nie than either of the pre-
vious settlements. In their
absence, Isa and Intercol
were held joint and sever-
ally liable for 2416 million.

Winnie said they tried
to skirt payment by hid-
ing out in Bahrain. But
Intercol’s lawyers say they
didn't know about the trial
or decision until earlier
this vear, when roughly
$3.5 million of company
money moving through
the ULS, was frozen,

The company's lawyers
rushed into action then,
contending that Winnie
and her lawyers “delib-
erately manipulated -this
Court through deception.”

‘Bigamy now’

In Galveston, the di-
vorce case was dismissed:
Because of the mediated
settlement agreement in
Montgomery County, the
Galveston court said that it
did not have jurisdiction to
rule. Last week, Intercol's
lawyers motioned to sanc-
tion Winnie's legal team,
agking for repayment of
Intercol's attorney fees —
more than $700,000.

Woodfill said he’ll ap-
peal. He knows he has a
case, he said, and that Win-
nie is entitled to the half-
billion dollars.

Among the issues is
whether a Texas court has
jurisdiction over Intercol.

“The Galveston judge
never ruled on whether
Intercol did business in
Texas,” Woodfill said. “We
believe we have substantial
evidence to prove it.”

“I want what's right,”
said Winnie. “I want res-
toration.

“1 was a stay-at-home
maother, plus a2 hoshand
builder. ... [ did nothing for
myself. 1 self-gacrificed my
lifie — my whole life — fora
man whao left.”

She'll keep fighting, she
gadd

But in the meantime, she
and Isa are legally married
again, Which is awkward:
During the period when
1sa believed himeelf to
he divorced, he married
SOMEOTE MEW.

“Tronically,” said Win-
nie, “what's happened in
my case iz we're involved
in bigamy now."

AagEie, gordom@chron.edin
puitter.com/MagEGordon




